
 
 

ROMANCE SCAMS: THEY GIVE LOVE A BAD NAME 
You meet someone on social media or through online gaming platforms. Or maybe you meet them on 
a dating app. Soon the person wants to write to you directly or start talking on the phone. They say 
it’s true love, but they live far away — maybe because of work, or because they’re in the military. 

Then they start asking for money. Maybe it’s for a plane ticket to visit you. Or emergency surgery. Or 
something else urgent. Maybe they have a great investment tip. At first, the money requests are low 
but quickly rise.  The initial investment may even pay out. By appealing to a victim’s emotions and 
feigning personal connections, scammers try to steal large sums of money and personal information.   

Thousands of internet users fall victim to online romance scams each year. Americans reported 
losing a heartbreaking $1.3 billion to romance scams in 2022, according to the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC); and the number is likely higher due to underreporting.  These scams can be 
incredibly convincing. Here are some tips to avoid a bogus suitor: 

 Be wary of anyone who professes love quickly—especially if you haven’t met in person. 
 They ask for money or gifts for unusual emergencies or trips to you that never happen. 
 Talk to someone you trust about the new love interest and pay attention if they are concerned.  
 Take it slowly. Ask questions and look for inconsistent answers.  
 Try a reverse-image search of the profile pictures and see if its connected with another name. 
 Review the common lies romance scammers tell.  
 Help stop these scammers by reporting suspicious profiles or messages to the dating, gaming, or 

social media site.  
 Report the scam to the FTC at reportfraud.ftc.gov 

Contact the Howard County Office of Consumer Protection at 410-313-6420 or 
consumer@howardcountymd.gov for more information on how to protect yourself from scams and 
how to stay safe online and in the marketplace.   

 
For more information on consumer topics, scan the QR code. To request this 
publication in an alternative format, contact the Howard County Office of Consumer 
Protection at 410-313-6420 or consumer@howardcountymd.gov. 
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